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How Would Karl Marx Feel About What is
Happening Today?
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In the 19" century, almost all European countries
transformed from agrarian economies to urban
capitalistic economies accompanied by
industrialization. Industrialization changed the
societies dramatically by increasing production and
creating a working class.

Industrialization made it possible to produce various
materials more efficiently, to improve transportation
and communication systems, and to generate more
wealth. These benefits, however, were accompanied
by environmental degradation, occupational hazards,
and threats to human health.

In industrial capitalism, the working class
(proletariat) was often exploited by factory owners
(bourgeoisie) with overwork, little pay, and
unhealthy working conditions. As economies grew,
populations increased rapidly, especially in the cities.

The rapid growth of cities threw poor and unskilled
workers into slums with the worst hygienic
conditions. In this social climate, socialism emerged
as a reaction to industrialized capitalism. Socialism is
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an economic and political theory identified by Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels. A basic idea of socialism
is that government controls the major means of
production and distribution of wealth.

Karl Marx advocated classless societies, believing
that the final stage of history would be a revolt by the
proletariat who would overthrow the bourgeois
rulers. In Marx’s “Communist Manifesto,” there were
always conflicts between the bourgeoisie and
proletariat in capitalism as wealth was built based on
the exploitation of proletariat.

In the meantime, liberalism, which was inspired by
the Age of Enlightenment, first in Europe and then in
the American Colonies, emerged as a reaction to
socialism. One of the most prominent liberalists was
John Stuart Mill who strongly supported civil
liberties and human rights.

The liberal political agenda included the
parliamentary system, voting rights, and religious
toleration. In economic liberalism, the “laissez-faire”
policy suggested that government should stay out of
businesses. England, France and the United States
were the most successful countries to embrace
liberalism.

Although it is unlikely that the working class could
overthrow the bourgeoisie, Marx was right in the 19"
century; the working class was exploited. Today, the
prevailing global capitalism continues to exploit the
working class in the same manner.

Liberal capitalism and the “laissez-faire” policy in
the global economy is an invisible force that has
created a huge gap between the haves and have-nots.
If Karl Marx had been around today, he would be
considerably disappointed by the extreme disparity
between the top 1% of wealth and the 99% of
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ordinary people.
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