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The day Nixon resigned.
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Today, August 8, is the day when Richard Nixon
resigned in 1974. Nixon was famous for the secret
bombings in Cambodia, and the media suppression
of the Pentagon Papers, as well as the Watergate
scandal. He, however, was also the first president
who visited China and the Soviet Union to promote
diplomatic relations.

The Vietnam War had far-reaching effects in the
United States. Americans realized that the United
States had lost significant numbers of lives and
spent huge financial resource on the war, which
damaged the U.S. economy for years.

Nixon ordered a stepped-up training program for
South Vietnamese forces in order to reduce U.S.
troops from Vietnam, a policy known as
Vietnamization, while he ordered secret bombings
in Cambodia. In early 1970, when Nixon
announced the invasion of Cambodia and the need
for 150,000 U.S soldiers, protesters launched a
demonstration at Kent State University in Ohio.
Ohio National Guardsmen fired into a crowd of
demonstrators, killing some students and wounding
many others.

By around 1968, the war became more publicized
and criticism by the U.S. press of the nation's
involvement in Vietnam as well as anti-war
movement became increasingly widespread. In
1971, the Nixon administration tried to stop The
New York Times from publishing parts of a secret
study of the war that the government had
deliberately expanded the war by conducting air
strikes over Cambodia. The government claimed
that publication of the Pentagon Papers, released by
Daniel Ellsberg, a political activist, could harm
national security and undermine the efforts by the
Nixon administration to fight the war.
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In addition, Nixon knew that some members of his
close advisers were involved in the worst political
and illegal activities in U.S history called the
Watergate scandal. The Watergate scandal
undermined Nixon’s political career when he
resigned the presidency on August 8, 1974, to avoid
impeachment. It was found that the robbery into the
office of the Democratic National Committee, the
wiretapping, and the violations of election
campaign law were all designed to help Nixon to be
reelected in 1972.

Nixon finally ended U.S. military participation in
the Vietnam War in 1973 and eased the tension,
called détente, between the United States and both
China and the Soviet Union. He became the first
president to visit China for a peace settlement
in1972. He also visited the Soviet Union and
helped to promote U.S.-Soviet trade agreements
and to limit the production of nuclear weapons.

The Watergate scandal was enormously shocking to
many Americans at that time. Today, the majority
of Americans, however, reacted only mildly when
they found out about NSA surveillance programs,
which are gigantic in scale, purpose, and nature.
Americans probably know that the government has
conducted more or less similar activities throughout
the country’s history.




