What Is An Anchor Baby?

T T A B LT 2

The Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S
Constitution states that all persons born in the
United States are citizen of the country. This is
known as “birthright citizenship,” and it applies
to all persons born in the U.S. regardless of the
citizenship of the parents, or whether the parents
are living in the United Sates legally or illegally.

Many conservatives say they disagree with this
“policy,” but this is not simply a “policy” but is a
matter of constitutional law. U.S immigration
law allows U.S. citizens to sponsor non-U.S.
citizen parents for permanent residence and
eventual U.S. citizenship.

Conservatives refer to babies born in the U.S. to
non-U.S. citizen parents, especially when those
parents are in the U.S. illegally, as “anchor
babies.” The idea is that the baby, as a U.S
citizen attached safely to the U.S., can now
sponsor his parents and siblings for permanent
legal residence and eventual U.S citizenship.
Many conservatives argue this “anchor baby”
sponsorship system is unfair way to get around
the immigration laws, and it rewards people for
illegally entering the U.S.

The so-called “anchor baby problem” is
exaggerated for two reasons. First, a U.S. citizen
sponsor must be at least 21 years old to sponsor
parents or siblings, and if the parents were in the
U.S. illegally, they must leave the country for ten
more years before they can return. Second,
having a U.S. citizen baby does not prevent
parents who are illegally in the U.S. from being
deported.

Therefore, there really is no “anchor baby
problem” affecting U.S. immigration policy.
“Anchor baby” is just a derogatory term used by
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many conservatives to reflect their anti-
immigrant, nativist, and racist opinion that the
United States should be dominated by people
with European ancestors. Many Republican
presidential candidates have been talking about
the “anchor baby issue” in order to get the votes
of the people who have these anti-immigrant
opinions. It will be a continuously flammable
topic in the 2016 presidential election.

[Ty — XA =) IR, AEERE.
KENTERIN DM e 2 FFO AN A TR SN H &
ThodEDNEENEREFEDER LIS 572
D2 < DIRSFIRDME - T 5 Bizg )72
FBECHh D, ZEOILIR KM E 1T R
DEREZFFONA DEEZGEDL R, [T —.
R ] 2OV TEE-TWD, T,
Fl &M E 2016 FRFEHED HE L 72 imdEIZ 72
Do




