President Obama Lamented the “Vulgar and
Divisive Campaign
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In America, there is no law that says we have
to be nice to each other, or courteous, or treat
each other with respect. But there are norms.
There are customs. There are values that our
parents taught us and that we try to teach to
our children to try to treat others the way we
want to be treated."

"The longer that we allow the political
rhetoric of late to continue, and the longer that
we tacitly accept it, we create a permission
structure that allows the animosity in one
corner of our politics to infect our broader

society, and animosity breeds animosity."

"We've heard silence from too many of our
leaders. Too often, we've accepted this as the
new normal. It's worth asking ourselves what
each of us may have done to contribute to this
kind of vicious atmosphere in our politics."

This is also about the American brand. Who
are we? How are we perceived around the
world? There’s a reason that America has
always attracted the greatest talent from every
corner of the globe. There’s a reason that
Made in America” means something. It’s
because we’re creative, and dynamic, and
diverse, and inclusive, and open. Why would
we want to see that brand tarnished? The
world pays attention to what we say and what
we do.

And this is also about what we are teaching
our children. We should not have to explain
to them this darker side of politics. We
should not be afraid to take them to a political
rally, or let them watch political debates. We
should be teaching them that this democracy
is a vibrant and precious thing.

So we can treat one another as patriots even if
we disagree, as fellow Americans who love
this country equally, because it’s a place that
frees us to have different ideas and different
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points of view.

So I reject any effort to spread fear, or
encourage violence, or to shut people down
when they're trying to speak, or turn
Americans against one another. And I think
as a citizen who will still be leading this
office, I will not support somebody who
practices that kind of politics. And any leader
worthy of our support will remind us that even
in a country as big and diverse and as
inclusive as ours, what we have in common is
far bigger and more important than any of our
differences.

White House: By President Obama during a St.
Patrick's Day luncheon on Capitol Hill
March 15,2016
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