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In 1853, the fleet’s commander, Matthew Perry
who sailed into the Uraga Bay near Edo, asked
Japan to open its ports to international trade, but the
Shogun refused. Perry returned to Tokyo on March
31, 1854. On this day, representatives of both
countries signed the Treaty of Kanagawa to open
Japan to trade with the United States. Japan
accepted the United States to station Townsend
Harris who arrived at Shimoda in 1856.

In 1858, Harris succeeded in his negotiations on
behalf of the United States, and signed a treaty of
commerce. The treaty demanded Japan open six
Japanese ports (Edo, Osaka, Kanagawa, Nagasaki,
Hyogo, Niigata) to international commerce and
gave the United States the right of extraterritoriality
which enabled American citizens to be governed
only by U.S laws while they were on Japanese soil.
Japan also reluctantly accepted low tariffs on
imported goods and high tariffs on exports in the
U.S.

Why did the Tokugawa Bakufu collapse in 1868?

There were both long-term and short-term causes
for the collapse. The long-term causes included the
relative decline of economic and military powers of
the Shogunate, the rise of commerce, and
intellectual changes.

The short-term causes included the failure of
reforms, the failure of the expulsion policy due to
renewed contact with West, the impacts of opening
ports, the rise of western clans, and the failure of the
Bakufu to command leadership.

The Sankin-Kotai system turned out giving
economic power to merchants. During the
Tokugawa period, due to the Sankin-Kotai system,
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public roads, many hotels, and restaurants
developed. Merchants, who provided various goods
to the Daimyo for their trips to Edo, became richer
than the Daimyo.

The rise of commerce and city life undermined
social hierarchy. The Daimyo ended up borrowing
money from the merchants. Rural merchants also
intellectually became more sophisticated, educating
themselves and their daughters as well as their sons.
They learned Chinese philosophy, classical poetry,
and western science and geography.

In the 1830s, Japan launched economic reforms
by increasing exports and limiting imports, which
disrupted markets and created shortages of goods.
Japanese government signed similar agreements
later. Many Japanese disapproved of the unequal
treaties because Japan had granted various
privileges that were not given to the Japanese. The
treaties enraged many Samurai and a series of
skirmish between foreigners and Samurai broke out.
The Samurai attacked the foreigners, killed a British
merchant, and plotted to overthrow the Shogunate
who failed to command leadership.

In the early 1860s, the study of foreign
technology was emphasized, which promoted
establishing naval training schools. The Shougunate
tried to revitalize military power, but that turned out
to destabilize the balance of power with the
Daimyo.

In early 1866, revolutionaries of Choshu and
Satuma formed a secret alliance in order to pressure
the Shogun to resign. They wanted to restore the
emperor as head of the government and increase
Japan’s security. The Sonno-Jo’i movement
developed into an anti Bakufu movement.
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