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Why did the role of the American
presidents change so dramatically
between the late nineteen-century and the
early twentieth century? What were the
factors that motivated these changes?

In the emergence of progressive
movements during the late 19th
century and the early 20th century,
presidents were required to exert a
strong leadership because of fierce
demands to reform business
monopolies. During the period,
president Theodore Roosevelt and
Woodrow Wilson, who were
considered to be progressive, had
different policies.

In the "New Nationalism,” president
Roosevelt wanted to build a strong
federal government. His policy was
called the “square deal,” and he
basically did not seek to eliminate big
business. He would prefer to be a fair
mediator between various economic
interests. His main interest was to
extend the power of the Interstate
Commerce Commission.

He passed the Hepburn Railroad
Regulation Act (1906), which allowed
the I. C. C to regulate rates charged by
railroads. Under his administration,
the Meat Inspection Act and Pure
Food - Drug Act of 1906 were
adopted, which were influenced by the
muckrakers. The novel, "The Jungle"
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exposed the conditions in the
meatpacking industry.

Wilson was one of the strong
presidents who passed many important
programs. In his “New Freedom,” he
had different policies. He believed that
monopolies should be broken up and
the business should create more
competition. He also created the
Federal Trade Commission, which
was given extensive powers to stop
violations of fair competition. Because
of the wartime, Wilson proposed
"Fourteen Points, which was his plan
for a World War peace settlement. In
this policy, he proposed the
establishment of a League of Nations
which would guarantee world peace.
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